CASTK, PARENTAGE AND BIRTH.                       7

Chhotalal, who remained with his family at Baroda till
within a few years of his death.

Chhotalal appears from such accounts as exist to have
been a man of sterling character. Orthodox in his views,
he performed the daily duties of his religion with scrupulous
regularity and was careful to carry out other ceremonies
enjoined b}r the Slmstras upon the Brahmanical classes*
His household was orderly and well-managed, and the
members of the family were united by bonds of mutual
affection and esteem. Though his monthly salary at
Amreli and Baroda was by no means extvssive, his econo-
mical habits enabled him to eliVet savings, which, invested
in good securities, formed the foundations of a respectable
competence for his later years. His work as Bakshi, in
which there must have been ample opportunity for pecu-
lation, was discharged with honesty and efficiency. To a
dignified, almost austere, manner, he united a rare suavity
of speech, scorning to use the pronoun " thou," and address-
ing even children in terms redolent of courtly Persian
etiquette. Always abstemious in diet and eschewing self-
indulgence in any form, Chhotalal throughout his life
cultivated the habit of self-reliance and never entrusted to
others work which he felt himself capable of performing.
The natural devotion and gravity of his character, cottpled
with the love of his wife and children, enabled him to beat
the heaviest sorrows of his life, namely the widowhood of
his elder daughter, Mohotiba, and the desertion of the
younger, Kashiba, whose husband, to whom she had been
married at the age of eight, suddenly left home for an
unknown destination and was never heard of again. The
burden of those misfortunes, accepted with the true Hindu
spirit of resignation, must have been lightened by the sight
of his only son, Ranchhod, waxing daily in health and
strength throughout his childhood and giving proof of a
natural disposition to follow the example of his devoted
parents and imbibe the lessons of a tranquil and well*
ordered home.